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The 9th Section of the Red Army General Steff wes formed during ths war a+ 
he iyitiative of the Chief Politicsel Administration of the Red Army te 
namile matters not falling within the competence of the dristing start 
secticns. Its peimary taske were the carrying ont of political ami psyaho- 
Lovics] warfare agaiust enemy troopy in the field, and the imlemntation 
af Sovlet political policy du occupied territories. ; 


2. Qryanisation end Berscanet 


a, Lhe -fections" were added to the normal six sections of each major field L 
headewerters (*Freeuts® and Aymiesj). Attached detachments were sent dom to 
dlvisional. headquserters from the 7.Sectlons of the army. Normally, there 
ag ne representation on corps staffs. 


®. At all levels, the Sections worked closely with tae Political and 
Special. ("Smarsh") Sections of their headquarters. Section personnel, 
beth adwiniswative ead Meld, were considered to be "political workers" 
MoAUTORGCTAMK and, im the case of officers, were generally graduates 
of higher military~political institutions, or of special courses given 
under the Chief Political Adninletretion, . 


Go ty lower echelons, the basie 7-Section persemnel were senlor and junior : 
instructors fox Work among the Troops and Population of the Enemy" 
(MacTPy KTOPA TO PAROTE CPEAM Boyck WM HACEAERYR WPOTHE HU 4S) 
ard “Instructors for the Demoralization of Enemy Troops® (yHeTPYATOPA TID 
PAS 0KEH 10 BoMcK TPOTHPHWXAD A divisional 7Section detachment 
fenerally consisted of two senior teuctors and several janitor instructors 
in each cafegory. Depending om the tactical situation, additional in- 
sisuctors and other specialists were sent dewn from army headquarters, 
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In Pebruary 1945 s for example, when the SS Division ™ atone and c'Lenents 
of the Trench SS Division tChas vlenaene"™ were committed on the Soviet 61st 
Arty Tront, special psycholozical warfare uniis tomposed of French and 
Lelioon Conmmnists were attached to the J7-Section detachnents of units 
facing these divisions, Equipped with Lendspealiers and leaf ateshelis, 
these special units were markedly cueces safU. in inducing the surrender or 
desertion of their compatriots. 


d, Aray FeSGeetions, In addition to their normal sseceonnel eenerally hed an 
attached Cerman or 4ustsian Yanti-#ascist" whose job was to carry on 
faci torop" among prisoners-of er. The Glet arny's anti-Fascist was an 
Austrian named Aigner, 

Qe During the Polish eampainn, et @etors for Polish ilatters” were soe 
to many field headquarters, esveciclly to those with attached Polish 

: units. ” 


Work of -Geetions at.the Front 
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fa combat, the worl of the 7-See bi ons was of the followin: cits : 
te PeychoLocical warfare usiag Louds speakers and lesflet shells 


(1) The Soviets used three tynes_ of ‘eudspeakers under ‘combat condi tions. 
ie Largest, imouwn as the GU (Mey oe Eee & (3 AOE BEF Aig nf cit Une CA) 3: 
nad 5 leudspeakers and was mounted on a Uo, 2h bon tractk, The ranges wan 
m0 ey 000 meters. “he SGU carried a.crew of tio officers and threa 
idiers and was "attached to lover echelons fron army Faséetions. The 
oat (Oty or Oken uw AR eae PSE AF ¥CTRHGB KA), or trench-Loudsneaker, wae 
3 Sualler anparatus with. a tueston eret: (one officer and one soldier), 
with @-range not exceeding SOG meters. Hard Loudspealtess Lor work at 
close quarters were also used, © smphlets aml other nropaganda Li torature 
were seatbered over enesiy Lincs by a spécial momar gue! a called the 
tans tin! , 


- (2) In the Red Army's vE syvchol opleal vorfare work great emphasis was, of course 
placed on the Pree “ermany Comittee and the Learnue of Germen Officers 
and the role that they were to playin the future Germany. In addition’ 
te the free German nanifestoes,ete., slogans Tron Stalin's, war tine 
speeches concerning Germany were basic to the worl of the '7-Sections. 
‘ihe two a@logans, ‘Our purpose ia the armiht lation of Paseien, not of the 
Gernan people", "ant "Hitlers come and flitlers go, but the German people 
wenaine” vere the nost widely distributed, 
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De Driefing and returning to ononjaines of ‘deserter ‘volunteers f 


(1) Im Pebenary 1945, onders cane down to YeSection field detachments ‘to- 
select reliable Pus and to send them back to the Gervan Lines with the 
stesion of indacine thelr comrades to desert. AS a result, ten pextent 
of all prisoners and de peak ware turned.over to the Sections for 
sersening, briefine, and preporetion for return to their om Lines, The 
oriefing, which rarely dusted © riore than two or three days, consisted in 
= nainidng the prisoners with the extent of the Soviet and Aliied 

advances, the work of the pee Cegmuny Cound. tees. and the ant ~FaseLit 
Tron, and the Soviet war aims with respees to Ceruany, These selected 
Pas werd especially welll rented 50 that they could revert to their 
comrades that, conteary to German stories of Nussian barbarism, Pls wewe 

handled with kincness and hunniiv. hefore beim: sent back, the prisoners . 

required to sirmm a promise to return on comLetion of their mission, 

astimated that not more than Five percent ever returned, SGafou. 

gory anek passes were scattered over the Gercun lines in targe quantities and 

aiso given to the Fvoluntesrs. A.s a ruve, huvever, they werd not 


henered when their bearers were cantured, eae 
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(2) In addition to preparing P.-volunteers, members of 7Section 
detachments participated in rerular P. interropations. hile 
7.Section psycholovical warfare met with some suecess against non~ 
Germans, it can be said to have had only a limited effectiveness _ 
arainst refular German units and practically none whatsoever against 
German SS formations, even in the last months of the war, Although 
German soldiers deserted in evex-—increasing numbers after the 
start of the Red Army's final. offensive in Poland in Jaruary 1045, 
it is not Likely that they were greatly influenced into surrendering 
by Soviet vropaganda warfare, Tor the individual Corman soldier, 
it was simly a matter of saving his life by surrendering rather 
can sacrificing it needlessly in the last weeks of a war already 

ost. 


Verk among civilian poovlation 


(1) During the Polish campaign, 7Sections, in addition to their military 
tasks, carried out extensive "apitorop" among the Polish pooulation, 
This involved chiefly the distribution of Polish-lenguage propaganda 
Literature on the Soviet Union and the Red Army and similar leaflets 
on the Liblin Comittee and the Union of Polish Patriots in “oscow. 
The 7-Seection detachments Slao investivated tomiaints by civilians — 
apainst Red amy percomel, ‘Those found cuilty, after investication, 
of violating Stalin's order concerning treatnont of the civilian 
population were turned cver iio courts-martial for trial, Althouch 
offenders were severely numished, cases of looting and pillaring 
vere not infrequent and did meh to vitlate 7Jection political 
activities in Polo. : ~ 


(2) Im general, all mbters of a civil affairs nature fell within the 
commetence of 7-Section detachnents. In these mutters, as in all 
7-Gection tiork, there was always close sooveration trith the Political 
and Syecial (%Smersh") Sections. 


4. Work of 7-Sections in Occupied Territory 
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In ocounied Gernany, the 7-Sections of the Red irmy were resvonsible for 
rehabilitating the German rovernmental amaraius, corkine throurh Local 
Komendaturas, 7—Seetion personnel carried out denazification, selection 
of new administrative officials, and, in short, all phases of military 
fovermment activity, Organization of political purtles, unions, and other | 
matters affecting the political, culimral, and economic life in the Soviet 
Zone were all within the competence of the 7th Section, any German 
Commnists who hed served in the Ned drm durine the war as 7-Section 
instructors of “anti-lagcisis" imicdiately took over resvonsible »osts in 


_ the KPL, so that cooperation betirecn the Sovict authorities an? the 


Commnist Party vas very close, Later, sclected ex» from the Tree 


_ Germany Committee and even members of the Learue of Cerwan Officers. 


were placed in administrative positions, In cooperation with the KP), 
intensive “apitpron" was carried on unone the Cernan population during 
the Lend reforn period, 


7-Seotion personnel also collected documents und evidence concerning 
atrocities, coricentration camps, Tas) policy toward forcien .lwboor 
conscrints, cte., which wore tuned over to Soviet war crimes commissions. 
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The 7-Section participated, also, on an auxiliary basis, in the screening 
of Iltussian and other Ccisplaced persons repatriated from the western zenes 
of occupation, In collaboration with LVR persomiel, 7~Section detachnénts 
enraged in certain intellipence octivities in the transient DP cams, such 
as interrogation of repatriates about order of battle in the Uritish and 
Arerican Zones. 


5. liquidation of the 7-Sections 


The psyctholorical warfare functions of the 7-Sections ended with the cessation 
of hostilities, Since they were primarily orraniaed into tactical detachnents 
with the ficld forees, their usefulness in civil affairs matters ceased with 
the establishment of regular military government. In July 1945, therefore, 
by order of the Chief Political Administration of the Red jrny, all 7-Sections 
were deactivated and their personnel transferred to Political Sections or 
military covernment. 
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